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ifr. .Ioseph LaStella
P. 0. Box 570
Spanlsh For*, UT 84660

D,ear l.'!r. LaStella:

0n Harch 30, 1990, tJrls offlce nailed a certifled letter to you at 266 South
600 !,lest, Yernal , Utah, 84078. It rras returned to us unclalmed. The fore-
naned certified letter (copy enclosed) was a fomal uHotlce of Honccnrpllance"
because you dld not carry out our requests given to you ln otr certlfled
letter of 0l rc299, wtrlch you recelrred on 01lO4l9O. You have thlrty (30) days
frqa receipt of this letter to canplete the actlons ordered {n the'ilotlce of
Honconpllance'. 

-
Further, you ane stlll the operator of record, Felatlve to a not{ce you filed
ln thls offlce onA7fi7/89 for operatlons you conducted on the Sno-Ben #2
Placer Fllnlng Claln owned by t{r. Leo Snow, et al. Thls notlce shors the above
Vernal address. You are r.equlred by CFR 3809.1-3(c)(l ) to notlfy our author-
lzed offlcer Drsnptl.y of ary change in .vour address while you have an actlve
notlce on file fn this offlce.

Davld E. Llttle
Dlstrict Hanager

cc: Utah State 0fflce, U-9?0
Lotcll Braxton, DOCJ'!

Rljil son:dJ:0227w
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DECISION
iloseph LaStel i a
246 South 600 t.|est
Vernal, UT 84078

Sno-Ben # 2

Notlce of iloncompl lance

In a certlfied letter (P 777 179 460) to you dated January 2, 1990, it was
requested that you file an amended notice to cover the reconfiguration of the
disturbances caused during your Sno-Ben #2 operation. The amendment was to
include the test pits you excavated on Sno-Ben #l and #2, lf you plan to
contlnue operations on the Sno-Ben #2 operational site; if not, then reclalm
all the disturbed areas caused durlng your Sno-Ben #2 operation. You were
al so requested to remove your trailer house frorn the property. A sufflcient
time frame, l.e, by Febnrary 15, 1990, was allorred for you to accompllsh tlese
actlons. This time frame has now been substantially exceeded.

Background:

0n July 17,1989, you submitted to this office, a notice to conduct
operations on Sno-Ben #2Placer Mining Claim held by Leo Snow, et al.
A few days later, during an office visit, you indicated you would come
back in and amend the notice to show a reconfiguratlon of the area you
planned to disturb.

0n JuIy 28, 1989, during a field inspectlon of the area by James V.
Pianl, Peter K. Sokolosky, and Richard S. l,lilson, you agaln lndicated
you would come in and amend your notice relatlve to reconflguration of
the disturbed area. Further, you said you were responsible for
excavating the eigrht new test pits on Sno-Ben #l and #2, and that you
would amend your notice to include these new disturbances.

A field check of the area by Richard S. Wilson on February 16, 1990,
indicated that you had not done any of the reclamation or removed your
traller house as was requested in our letter to you on January 2, 1990,
which allowed you until February 15, 1990, to do so. Further, as of the
date of this notice, Tue have not received an amended notice to cover



the reconflguratlon of the dlsturbances connected wlth the Sno-Ben #2
operatlonal -area nor have we had any word fron you whatsoever elther in
person, by telephone, or by mall.

Concluslons and Orders:

Relative to the Sno-Ben #2 operational area you, after repeated requests, have
not submitted an amended notice or reclalmed tjte area and are ln violatlon of
43 cFR 3809.1 -3(c) (3) (d)(3)(4)(lv).

It is hereby ordered that you reclalm all the disturbed areas caused durlng
your Sno-Ben #2 operatlons, lncluding filllng in any excavated areas,
iecontouring to risemble the orlginal shape of the terrain, spreading 9t9r9d
topsoil throughout these areas, and reseeding. Your traller house, whlch is
outSide of yo.rr Sno-Be,t #2 cperational area, mus+- also be i'encved.

The fotlowlng are recormended seed types and quantitles (pounds Per acre) for
a broadcast method of distrlbutlon in this anea. For drlll seeding, use one-
half the indlcated amount.

For areas above 4,840 feet elevation:

Four l{lng Saltbush
Needle and Thread
Sand Drop Seed
Green Rabbitbush
Gl obe llal I ow

2 lbs.
Grass 2 lbs.

2 lbs.
I lb.
I lb.

8 1bs./acre

For areas below 4,840 feet elevatlon:

llestern llheatgrass
Meadow BarIey
Sal tgrass

3 lbs.
2 lbs.
2 lbs.

7 lbs./acre

You have thirty (30) days fron receipt of this notice to initiate these
actlons and thlrty (30) days after ccmencement to complete them. The area
wlll be monltored by BLM personnel. Notlfy Richard S. llilson prior to
beginnlng seedlng.

Ifyou fail to conply with the above order, you wlll have established a record
of honcornpliance (4S-Cfn 3809.3-2(c)) and may be gnioined by an appropriate
court order frm contlnulng operation and be liable for damages.

l{hen an operator has established a record of noncompllance, our authorlzed
officer miy require an. operator to submit an approved plan of operatlons for^
subsequent actions that iould otherwlse be conducted under a notlce and require
a mandatory bond to be executed by the operator prior to any subsequent
operation (43 CFR 3809.3-2(e)).



I

You have the rlght to appeal to the Utah State Dlrector, Bureau of Land
Management, ln accordance wlth 43 CFR 3809.4. If you exerclse thls rlght,
your appeal, acconpanled by a statement of neasons and any arguments you wlsh
to present whlch would Justlfy reversal or modlflcatlon of the declslon, must
be flled fn wrltlng at thls offlce wlthln 30 dqys after the date of tJtls
decislon. Thls declsion will remaln ln effect durlng appeal unless a wrltten
request for a stqy ls granted.

Sl ncerely,

ZYarS

cc: Utah State Cffice, U-92C
LowelI Braxton, DOGlll

Leo Snow

r$
David E. Little
Dlstrlct Manager


